


Hartington Upper Quarter Parish Council	
Minutes of meeting held on 7 January 2026 at Sterndale Moor Social Club, SK17 9QB at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs Oliver (chair), Melland, Staden and Temperley
Also in attendance: Locum Clerk P Leppard plus 3 members of the public

	1
	Apologies for absence
	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Jackson and Watson.

	2
	Declarations of interests
	Cllr Temperley declared interests in agenda items 8a and 8b as part-owner of School House and as partner of the owner of land adjacent to the Parish Hall. 

	3 
	Public participation
	Nil     

	4
	Minutes of last meeting 
	It was resolved to approve the Minutes of the meeting of 3 December.

	5
	HPBC Parish Forum, 12 Feb
	It was resolved that Cllr Temperley will represent the Parish Council. 

	6
	Policies & procedures
	It was resolved to adopt the drafts, circulated by the Clerk, of the Council’s (i) Recruitment Policy and (ii) Co-option Policy. 

	7
	Sterndale Moor matters
	a. It was resolved to defer, until Cllr Jackson is present, discussion of availability of trainers to lead a possible community first aid & defibrillator training session.
b. The Clerk gave feedback on the search so far for grant-funding for the proposed playground upgrade, noting that it will be necessary to demonstrate that the Council has security of tenure of the land on which the playground sits. Cllr Melland offered to research landlord records for a possible existing lease.    

	8
	Brandside Parish Hall matters (Cllr Temperley left the room for the duration of items ‘a’ and ‘b’.)
	a. It was noted that (i) the intended repairs to the Parish Hall roof are being delayed by safety concerns re asbestos found in the adjacent School House roof and (ii) the insurers of School House will advise when they consider it safe for the Parish Hall roof works to proceed.  
b. The Clerk explained the issues involved in finding a new location for the Hall’s gas bottles which is fully compliant with all relevant regulations. Further consideration will be given to this.  
c. The final version of the Disability Access audit of the hall was noted. The Clerk will now seek quotations from builders for the works recommended to the toilets to improve accessibility.  

	9
	Finance
	It was resolved to:
a. note the Council’s bank balance at 1-1-26 was £16,585.90.

b. authorise the following payments:
EDF                           Hall electricity              £23.05
Peter Leppard Ltd      Dec locuming, etc     £514.22
WaterPlus                  Water usage                £65.17
Ionos Cloud               IT hosting                     £12.00
c. note income received:
Unity Trust Bank	         Bank interest	       £94.27
       
d. increase the hire-charges for camping at Brandside parish hall with immediate effect, to £6.50 per young person/£11.00 per adult per night, plus a flat £25 charge per group per night. 

	10
	Planning
	a. It was resolved to make no comment on Planning application NP/DDD/1225/1236 (Street House Farm).
b. It was noted that application NP/HPK/1025/0985 (Brandside Parish Hall) remains undecided.

	11
	Recruitment of Clerk/RFO
	It was resolved that the Clerk will circulate a Clerk job description for comments, then advertise the vacancy through DALC/SLCC channels as “from £15.00/hr” and 15-20hrs/month, with applicants required to submit CV + covering letter.  

	12
	Next meeting
	This was resolved to be on 4 February at 7.30pm at Brandside Parish Hall, SK17 0SF.



Meeting closed at 8.25pm



