


Hartington Upper Quarter Parish Council
Minutes of meeting held on 3 December 2025 at Brandside Parish Hall, SK17 0SF at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs Jackson, Oliver (chair), Staden, Temperley and Watson
Also in attendance: Locum Clerk P Leppard, County Cllr L Grooby plus 3 members of the public

	1
	Apologies for absence
	Nil

	2
	Declarations of interests
	Cllr Temperley declared interests in agenda item 10 as part-owner of School House and as partner of the owner of land adjacent to the Parish Hall. 

	3
	Co-option to West Ward councillor vacancy 
	It was resolved to co-opt Jeanette Melland to the vacancy (3 votes for, 2 against). Cllr Melland was not present, so will sign her Declaration of Acceptance of Office subsequently. (Cllrs wished it to be recorded that unsuccessful candidate Nicola Cartlidge had a strong CV.)  

	4 
	Public participation
	A parish councillor, speaking as a member of the public, thanked the Locum Clerk for his work.     

	5
	Minutes of last meeting 
	It was resolved to approve the Minutes of the meeting of 5 November.

	6
	Election of Council Vice-chair
	It was resolved that Cllr Temperley become the Council’s Vice-chair until May 2026 (3 votes for, 2 against).

	7
	PDNPA Local Plan consultation
	It was resolved not to submit any comments.

	8
	Policies & procedures
	It was resolved to adopt the drafts, circulated by the Clerk, of the Council’s (i) Training Policy and (ii) Equality & Diversity Policy. 

	9
	Sterndale Moor matters
	a. Three suppliers having provided quotations for playground upgrades, it was resolved (i) to ask Streetscape to amend their quotation to include a picnic table with shelter, and (ii) that the Clerk would then seek grant-funding from various sources, and report feedback re progress to January’s Council meeting.   
b. In response to a request from Sterndale Moor Community Taskforce, it was resolved to make a grant to them of £150 towards community events at Xmas.
c. It was resolved to investigate availability of trainers to lead a possible community first aid & defibrillator training session.

	10
	Brandside Parish Hall matters (Cllr Temperley left the room for the duration of items ‘a’ and ‘d’.)
	a. It was noted that severe storm damage to the roof of School House had created  collateral damage to the Parish Hall roof, that the Clerk had obtained 3 estimates for urgent repair and that High Class Roofing’s estimate (£1,000 + VAT) was being accepted, with the Council’s insurers being kept informed. 
b. It was noted that PAT testing had recently taken place at the hall, with no defects found.
c. The content of the first draft of a Disability Access audit of the hall was considered, including initial discussion of actions which will arise from its recommendations. It was resolved that the Clerk will, in January, seek quotations from builders for works to the toilets to improve accessibility.   
d. This item was not taken, as PDNPA’s decision had not been received. However, the Council sought clarification of the meaning of wording on form CA16, which the Clerk undertook to obtain.

	11
	Finance
	It was resolved to:
a. note the Council’s bank balance at 1-12-25 was £18,413.04.

b. authorise the following payments:
	     Sterndale Moor Community Tf
	Grant for Xmas events
	
	£150.00

	     Quarnford PCC
	Remembrance srvce fee
	
	£25.00

	     Peter Leppard Ltd
	Nov locuming, etc
	
	£1,025.36

	     Sterndale Moor Social Club
	Room hire, Nov
	
	£30.00

	     Ionos Cloud
	IT hosting, 8 Dec
	
	£12.00

	     Current Standard Electric
	PAT testing
	
	£75.00

	     Ifnotme Inclusion
	Accessibility audit
	
	£750.00


c. note income received:
       M Pilmoor 		      Contribution to septic tank expenditure	          £377.50
       Forest School	      Hall hire				            £93.50

d. increase the hire-charges for use of Brandside parish hall, with the amount of the increases to be decided at the Council’s January meeting. 
e. adopt the draft FY2026/27 budget tabled by the Clerk (after making 1 amendment), giving a planned expenditure of £15,994 and a precept of £14,410.  

	12
	Planning
	There were no Planning applications to consider.

	13
	Next meeting
	This was resolved to be on 7 January 2026 at 7.30pm at Sterndale Moor Social Club, SK17 9QB.



Meeting closed 8.55pm



